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Objectives from Toni ght

1. Why do we want to create something
different from other education
offerings?

2. What is our plan for how our school
will function?

3. How do we plan to implement this
plan?

4. Answer parents questions

Remain grounded i your Why
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Why something different from other
education offerings?



Mainstream education is a dinosaur on the verge of extinction

Why?
Because it is founded on an inaccurate understanding of who
children are, how they learn, and what they need to know to
become fulfilled successful adults in the twenty first century,
and more and more people are starting to realise this...
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Mainstream education is an authoritarian hierarchy with
children at the bottom

Mainstream education functions as a hierarchy, with the children it is designe
G2 G4SIFOK IAGSY (GKS fShkad | yzdzyi

National department of Education sets (the same)
education objectives for the whole country
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> Schools, run by School Boards, are responsible for
implementing these standardised objectives at schools

> School Principals are the primary authority within the
school answerable to the Board

Teachers teach lessons divided into subjects based on
the above national education objectives

Children are passive receivers of these learning
objectives determined by othersthey are the least
important members of this education hierarchy and

have almost no say in what they have to learn



Key Features of mainstream education
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The key features of this hierarchical model of education are: ““"m

Standardisationc one-sizefits-all -
Conformityl £ £ Ydzad F OGZX KAy lcalhgvRio paSs U Accunmumiiuu Emmo!gén'
standardised tests &‘n:wnnnm ‘
Uniformity ¢ all must look the same, diversity is discouraged a Nou.c[mﬂumc“s mmsug.
Authority - the Principal and teachers are the bosses of the children
Obedienceg Do as you are told

CoercioncA ¥ €2dz R2Yy Qi R2 GKI i @2dz | NB For
Passivity¢ you must wait to be told what and how to think by your teacher, SC“OOL
because they know the answers and you do not

Feelings of inadequacy’ KAt RNBY FSSf &ddzZJAR &KSyn
the system tells them they should, or when others perform better than they o
do

Competition¢ the only way to stand out from the crowd is get to the
Boredom¢ci KA a adeadsSy R2SayQid YIS
gK2 L NBlIffe Y a2 L g2y Qi 7Td:

D

THAT|| FINISHED THE DAY DUMBER
THANWHENIWOKEUP

Schools are run like factories , with bosses telllng you what you ca A
Ol yQl R23X LISNF2NXIYyOS adl yRI N (i
educated in agd!)atches like standardised Wldgets Children are tre¢
fA1S GKSe IINB Ittt SEIFIOGteée GKE
same things in the same way and at approximately the same spee
as if they are machines.
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FOR A FAIR SELECTION
EVERYBODY HAS TO TAKE

CLIMB THAT TREE

THE SAME EXAM: PLEASE

“I was going to teach them the meaning of life ...
but it wasn't on the Commen Core test. "
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Qualities Not Measured by Most Tests s

Persistence @) Big-Picture Thinking
Curiesity Compagiion
Entnusinsm e Rehability
COURAGE Motivation
Leadership Humor
Greativity (v Empathy
Civic-Minded Sense of Beawty
Resourcefulness Flumility

Self-Discipline Resilience

LINPOf SY

LIS2LIX S I NB y2i

- Sir Ken Robinson, Creative Schools

approach to e

"Sometimes, the most.
brilliant and intelligont
minds do not shine in
standardizod tesis because
they do not have

standardized minds." .
-Diane Raviteh
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If children are not
standardised machines, then
what are they?
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More and more people around the world are researching this
subject, and a consensus is starting to emerge about who
children really are and how t



Who children really are, and how they actually learn S
1. Children are actually skilled learners long before going to sahthay learn to walk and talk, ey
arguably the most complex human achievements, without school.
They have multiple types of intelligence and personalltles (they make sense of the world i M““'l’“
many differentwayswS33A 2 OFff &4 (KS&S (KS aKdzy RNBR "fc lae')‘ftél
They always construct their own understanding (learning) in ways that make sense to the
They are all creative in many diverse ways.

Their process of learning is not linear and predictable.
They are far more highly motivated by the desire to know something than by being forced to:
know something. Their interest in learning is actually constrained by having to learn conte
and processes defined by others.

They perform better when trusted to perform and not coerced to do so.
They are highly capable of learning things on their own (without waiting for an expert teach
to tell them¢ they do this by watching and copying others and through trial and error). =
9. Their skills and abilities are more mudimensional than standardised tests can measure. e
10. They experience life horizontally as a series of hatarnected, multidisciplinary experlences o

and not as separated silos of vertical subjects.
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12. They learn more effectively building up their knowledge collaboratively with others than on s
their own.

Right brain expression

“Human intelligence Is richer |

and more dynami g ' 3 Creativity expert Sir Ken Robinson

have been led to believe by 3 Ay T = challenges the way we're educating
“We don’t grow iwto Y. fﬂmal academic education Z A = | s our children. He champlions a radical

ereativity, we grow ' : B/ . U - rethink of our school systems, to

out of it. Or rather, we - ] Sir Ken Robiason o cultivate creativity and acknowledge
get educated out if it.” , if‘, A0 Mo L g N = i
Sir Ken Robinson - multiple types of intelligence.

QuotesPics.com




Children are in fact multi  -dimensional, multi -talented, highly creative
and diverse organisms and not standardised one  -sizefits-al | mac




If we now know that children are
diverse, multi -faceted
ORGANISMS rather than

standardised machines, then the

next guestion we have to ask Is:

How should highly diverse
organisms be effectively
educated?

)

Most education reformers agree that we need to find a
more organic approach to educating the organisms called
children because the mechani st



éeBut whilst there I s some agreement th
organically, there is a lot of confusion regarding how to do this effectively.
Many people worry that the diversity required of organic education would

be too unstructured and chaotic

22y QU Fftft26Ay3 GKSY (2 06S GKS RAODSNES
unmanageable for school??

G{2YS LI NBylda YAIKG 62NNEB GKIG L Y | R@2Ol
instability and chaasThat a playpased education is overlgissez fairechaotic,
or dangerouslypermissive: that we will be responsible for spoiled, entitled children, one's
without a sense of community, fairness, or morals; children who, if not on the road torfull
LJaeOK2aAra NB g €Srad 3I2Ay3a G2 oS
- Teacher Tom

However, if we look at nature carefully we can see that natural organisms
do not behave in a chaotic or unstructured manner at all when left to be
themselves!
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